Openforum europe

open, competitive choice for IT users

OFE STATEMENT

Calling on STM Publishers to withdraw their model licenses

8 August 2014

OFE joined 57 other organisations in calling for the International Association of Scientific, Technical
& Medical (STM) Publishers to withdraw their model licenses and work with the community within
the Creative Commons (CC) framework to build a scholarly literature that is compatible with wider

human knowledge on the web.

The coalition underlines that while CC licenses are a widely accepted and successfully implemented
global standard, the model open access licenses recently released by the STM are not. Even more so,

although STM Publishers affirm that their model licenses are intended to be complementary and

interoperable with CC licenses, a closer look shows that the most liberal STM license is barely

compatible with the most restrictive CC license (non-commercial, no derivative work).

Another concern for OFE is that STM licenses intend to address text and data mining (TDM), by
making available licenses specifically for TDM activities. This ignores the entire debate at EU-level,
where many end users, consumers and institutional users argue that additional licenses are not an
appropriate solution to solve the uncertainty concerning TDM and rather constitute a barrier and a
source of transaction costs (Report on the responses to the Public Consultation on the Review of the
EU Copyright Rules, July 2014, p. 63-64).

The letter signed by all organisations is available online. STM Publishers were also quick to provide

a public response.

For more information please contact OFE's CEO Graham Taylor on graham@openforumeurope.org
or OFE's Director in charge of European Policy & Government Relations Maél Brunet on +32 2
210 02 80, mael@openforumeurope.org.

Openforum Europe (OFE) is an independent, not-for-profit organisation supported by major IT
suppliers including Deloitte, Google, IBM, Oracle and Red Hat, as well as SMEs, user and
consumer organisations, and national partners across Europe. It focuses on delivering an open,
competitive ICT market. Views expressed by OFE do not necessarily reflect those held by all its
supporters.


http://www.stm-assoc.org/2014_07_30_OA_Licencing_STM_Model_Licences.pdf
http://www.stm-assoc.org/2014_08_07_STM_response_to_call_for_license_withdrawal.pdf
http://figshare.com/articles/Coalition_Letter_on_STM_Model_Licenses/1130855
http://ec.europa.eu/internal_market/consultations/2013/copyright-rules/docs/contributions/consultation-report_en.pdf

