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open government

a ® ® dmmitii&ht to ensure that all aspects of
the way that government and public services

are administered and operated are open to
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A May 2010 saw the publication
2 Tfopeagovernmente g K A (

I reviews the significance of open
government

I provides a clear pathway
towards its delivery in the UK

I ... but its recommendations are
universally applicable ....

=2 May 2010
OPEN GOVERNMENT

some next steps for the UK
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... the concept, at policy level, is nothing new. Open information
and processes have long been seen as key enablers ....

Q.. as the private and voluntary sectors act as intermediaries
between the citizen and the state, government can reduce
expenditure on its delivery channels.

Secondlythere will be real competitioras soon as government
allows access to its informatignwith the expected benefits to the
citizeng

(p.35)
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OThis vision of a mixed economy delivery market offers significe
benefits to the consumer.

These arise for two key reasons:

w AU ¢ soinpetitiahkbXsifvel P quality for the citizen and
reduce costsand

w Yvalde-added intermediarieswill provide moreustomer
focusedservices

(p-60)
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the preceding quotes are taken from:
Electronic Government Services for the 21st Century
Performance and Innovation Unit

September 2000
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We will legislate to enforce the freedom of
government data. We will create a powerful
new ‘Right to Government Data’, enabling the
public to request — and receive — government
datasets. This will radically increase the
amount of government data released — and
will provide a multi-billion pound boost to the
UK economy. President Obama’s
administration has already implemented a
‘Right to Data’ policy.

We will be the first country in Europe to extend
superfast 100 mbps broadband across most
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local govt is showing the way ...

finig,  THEROVAL BOROUGH OF
WINDSOR AND
MAIDENHEAD

Main Site Navigation
Home
A-Z Service Directory
Advice And Benefits
Business
Community And Living
Council And Democracy
Education And Learning
Environment And Planning
Health And Social Care
Housing
Jobs And Careers
Leisure And Culture
News And Publications
Transport And Streets

Frequently Asked
Questions

Popular Links
Bus Services
Council Tax
Councillors
Jobs At The Council
Leisure Centres

Libraries

| Home | Accessibility | Help | Site Map | Contact Us |

Search Search

Apply Online Maps Online | Pay Online Report Online My Account

Location: Council and Demeocracy *» Council budgets and spending »
Payments to Suppliers

Related Links

Council Finance

Payments to Suppliers

Section 106 Developer

The attached reports list the total payments to suppliers with a cumulative Contributions

value over £500. Publication of these lists forms part of the Council's
commitment to be open and transparent with its residents.

If yvou would like to know more about the type of business conducted with
these suppliers, please e-mail finance@rbwm.gov.uk. We will aim to provide a
response within two working days. We aim to be as transparent as we can
but in some cases we will need to respect information that could be seen as
commercially sensitive.

Important Note about the CSV files

We have saved the spreadsheets as CSV files so that they can be easily read
in a variety of applications. However the CSV format uses a standard column
width and not all entries may be completely visible. To view all the data, you
will need to expand the columns. You can do this by selecting all the cells in
the file (the grey box beside column A and abowve row 1), and then clicking on
Format / Column / AutoFitSelection.

October to December 2009:
3 Payments to Suppliers Oct 09 to Dec 09 (CSV) (640 KB)

/= payments to Suppliers Oct 09 to Dec 09 (PDF)

& (warning: large file size 1662 KB)

http://www.rbwm.gov.uk/web/finance_payments_to_suppliers.htm
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Acurrent definition useful but narrow: open data
Awe need open informationin its widest sense ¢

Including open rule-sets and open processes too,
not just data
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@ HM Government

Home

Blog Data

SPARQL Apps

Ideas

Home » Data » Combined Online Information System

Forum Wiki

Resources Ab

Combined Online Information System

The Combined Online Information System (COINS) is a database of UK Government
expenditure provided by government departments. The data is used to produce
reports for Parliament and the public including: expenditure data in the Budget and
Pre-Budget reports; Supply Estimates; Public Expenditure Statistical Analyses
(PESA); the monthly Public Sector Finance Releases. It is also used by the ONS for
statistical purposes.

c. 5Gb ... of raw database dump
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MTH Customs Revenue: Valuation IT_IDS

Office
March 2010 |HM Revenue and |P43Valuation Office Agency - capital |P43 $130211 Inland Additions - DEL Capital 4006
MTH Customs Revenue: Valuation IT_IDS

Office
September HM Revenue and |P43Valuation Office Agency - capital |P43 $130211 Inland Additions - DEL Capital 4
2009 MTH Customs Revenue: Valuation IT_IDS

Office
February 2010 |[HM Revenue and | P43Valuation Office Agency - capital |P43 $130211 Inland Additions - DEL Capital 1930
MTH Customs Revenue: Valuation IT_IDS

Office
June 2009 HM Revenue and |P43Improve extent to which customers (P43 $130201 Tax and | Additions - DEL Capital 118
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gl Office for
‘ National Statistics

home |

UK Snapshot MNeighbourhood Economy Census About ONS Jobs 8 March 2010

Advanced

Browse by theme ECONOMY P printer-friendh Help | Contact us | Access keys | Site map | A-Z
ISeIec:t Theme : Inflation —
CPI inflation 3.5%, RPI inflation 3.7%0
Percentages
-]
e Economic data & tools
4 ’ =t R Home = Economic data & tools = National Statistics
3 = w9
2
ome . ]
1 National Statistics
n] + T T T ] » Budget
-1 \,\,_/
3 b Pre-Budget Report
3 ) ]
Jan Apr Jul Oct lan Apr Jul Ot lan b Spending Review
2008 zoo9 2010
——RPI CPI ——RPIX HM Treasury publishes a number of data releases which fall within the scope of National Statistics;
Annual inflation rates - 12 month percentage change b Newsroom & speeches a Ef]ocljde of Practice that sets out key principles and standards for official statisticians to follow and
uphold.

CPI annual inflation - the Government's target measure — was

3.5 per cent in January, up from 2.9 per cent in December. 7 EEITTICEME L LS There are
Forecasts for the UK Mational Statistics on public expenditure. The Public Expenditure Statistical Analyses (PESA)
CPI Headlines economy Mational Statistics release is published annually and presents public spending outturns against the
budgetary framework as well as analysis by function, economic category and territory (country and
Increase in VAT rate leads to record CPI monthly movement for a Green Book region). Key public spending outturn series (certain public spending budgetary data and public

December to January period. The CPI fell by 0.2 per cent between
December and January. Although negative, this is the strongest .
ar CP1 arowth between these two months (prices tvpicallv fall Gross Domestic Product

spending by function and economic category) are updated three times a year and released in
accordance with the Mational Statistics Code of Practice.

Jum

7 Aaccepted that data needs to be provided in machine readable format (not

o Just PDFs) ¢ but needs to be consistently enforced

in

5g

Athe calculation rules, assumptions etc also need to be openly published in
re-usable form

Awithout that context:
Athe data itself may be meaningless
A dadzYLliaAz2zya | yR LINRPOSaasSa Ol vy
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simplifying complex data/information

Running The Country, Social Systems
Where DOE‘S ]\'/[y ]\’IOﬂey GO? Running Government
Education

Healtt
UK WIDE i
Helping Others

e, Overview 17~ Long-term trends p

Running
Government

Health £124bn 24l

Defence £35bn

Education

Helping Others £32bn

£171bn Total spending
£495bn

]
The Running Th’..

: Count Socl
Environment Y

£4894mn s;’;t.nrns ﬂa@..
cﬁf Order & Safety .
£8 N QurStkeets » £15bn ®
. £8643mn . . .
o ©
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I
Telegraph co.uk el CGoogle

Home Sport Finance Lifestyle Comment Travel Culture Technology Fashion Jobs Dating Games @ Offers

UK  World UK Politics | Celebrities Obituaries = Woeird Earth Science = Health News Education  Topics News Blogs News Video

General Election 2010 Labour Party Conservative Party Liberal Democrat Party Gordon Brown David Cameron MPs' Expenses

HOME = NEWS = NEWS TOPICS ® POLITICS = LAW AND ORDER

True scale of violent crime rise revealed LOCAL LISTINGS
i ) _ Ruthven Alarms
The true scale of how violent crime has grown under Labour has been disclosed by Securitv Svstemg, Intruder Alarm Systems, CCTV,
; ; Fire Alarms, Borders & ...
Whitehall officials. Edinburgh
SEHEER VIGIL SECURITY
By Tom Whitehead, Home Affairs Editor Share GP iﬁfﬂf‘,ﬁ’mms

Published: 10:00PM GMT 08 Mar 2010

T

Business listings by B ¥Yell.com

35
B2 Email | (= Print
T Tetsize BB

Live news, fresh views & innovative daily shows
Taelegraph TW: Bringing news to life

Law and order
Hews

Politics

8 B2 82 a

UK Hews
Tom Whitehead B

General Election 2010 - full

coverage
NEWS MOST VIEWED
( TODAY T FAST WEEK T FAST MOMTH 1
Link to this vides 1. French bread spiked with LSD in CIA
Violent attacks are estimated to be 44 per cent higher than they were in 1998 experiment
1:aiiriﬂeer research on the way police record them allowed comparisons for the first > Duke of Edinburgh asks female sea cadet if

she works at a strip club

The study, by the independent House of Commaons Library, shows violence - Bank of America apologises for repossessin
against the person increased from 618,417 to 887 9420estiarfor Technology Poligg"Research pﬁrrot poiod P d



some Issues ....

(poor?) quality of data (and fear of exposing it)
periodic re-baselining of data (cf crime stats)
At costs too much / distracts us from delivering public services

public data cannot necessarily be easily anonymised ... aggregated data can
lead to invasions of personal privacy (cf differential privacy)

real-time data flows challenge traditional approaches and planning (a 10 yearly
census?)
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... open consultations typically produce tens of thousands of responses (cf
forum posts) ....

So the problems here include:

Athe technical (are you going to do some data mining?)

Athe organisational (are you going to introduce active moderation and who
IS going to do that?)

Athe legal (what is the position of consultations in the legislative life cycle
and how are you going to define the results?)

Centre for Technology Policy Research



commercial models to support policy on open government ...

Achange in governance ¢ new localism and high value use of open
Information, data and processes will be a pull-demand rather than an
arbitrary central push

Aclear ownership and accountability for the open information agenda
(ie. who owns it? CIO? Politicians? Citizens? Businesses?)

Awhy not mandatetransparency in public administration?

Awill require an open licence (Creative Commons?). But under which
wider principles ¢ BSD? GPL2? GPL3?

Aopen rule-sets and processes not just information and data

Centre for Technology Policy Research



commercial models to support policy on open government ...
Awill it require per-transaction rewards/payment by results? If so, they
will be paid for by cost savings on govt side:
Aimplications: staff reductions; system reductions; recognition that
govt does not need to own and operate everything itself; that
management needs to catch up with the last 20 years of IT

Ashould money should follow the successful service provider / innovator?

Ahow to enforce and give meaning to the use of intermediaries, multi-
channel strategy, federated trust, interoperability frameworks etc

Abdd || NBGdzZNY G2 | mMdphnQa GAAA2YY
range of channels and intermediaries, responsive to local needs

.... yet without a culture change and a viable commercial model, it will not
succeed this time any better than last time

Centre for Technology Policy Research



making it happen: technology policy

A PuBLIC DATA

| Require the default open publication of

data, interfaces and processes in all

current and future procurements
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making it happen: technology policy

A PRIVATE DATA

| Deliver two volunteered personal

information prototypes: (Cross

organisational in nature) to establish a
new culture and technical approach to

the handling of personal data
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making it happen: technology policy

A PRIVACY AND SECURITY

I Mandate the principle of privacy by design

I Review, modernise and streamline the existing security

regime

I Undertake ongoing risk analyses of aggregated public

data sets and their potential impact on privacy

I Implement a Privacy Commons

Centre for Technology Policy Research



making it happen: technology policy

A OPEN LICENSING

| Mandate open licensing as the default

government licence: uses of

Information, processes and related tasks
must become freely available within a

harmonised licensing framework.
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..... the European Court of Auditors has
refused to sign off, fol5 years in a row, the
EU's own accounts.

... all these recommendations on open government,
and more, need to be applied with rigour to the
EU and EC .... lead by example



summary

A G2LISY o0& RSTlLdZ G Aa | AAIYAFAOLNY
I butonly if it applies across information, processes, etc to truly enable
transparency, collaboration and participation
transparencys primus inter pares terms of its policy implications
Issues of privacy and security need an improved analysis and framework

sustainable commercial models around intermediated uses of open
Information need to be developed
a major policy contention remains:

I astrong political will is needed to drive the necessary changes

I successful changes will reverse power in favour of the citizen and away from
the state

A ¢S akKlrtt 20aSNWIS o6& (GKS 9! «k9/ Qa
about the open agenda ....

I but right now, change, particularly transparency, seems to be coming from the
other direction, from the ground up ...

o To o I



Further Reading

ADigital Era Governance (Patrick Dunleavy, Helen Margetts, Simon Bastow, Jane Tinkler). Oxford,
2008.

ADutch e-Citizen Charter http://www.burgerlink.nl/englishsite/e-citizen-charter/e-citizen-
charter.xml (at http://www.burger.overheid.nl/files/burgerservicecode uk.pdf as of 05.03.2010)
Anttp://opengovernmentdata.org/

Anttp://opensourceforamerica.org/quidelines

AOpen Government: Collaboration, Transparency and Participation in Practice (Edited by Daniel
Lathrop, LaurelRumad ® h QwSAf ft &> Hamn®

A'Government Data and the Invisible Hand," David G. Robinson, Harlan Yu, William Zeller, and
Edward W. Felten, Yale Journal of Law & Technology, Vol. 11, 2009
(http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cim?abstract id=1138083)

A"The Right of Public Participation in the Law-Making Process and the Role of the Legislature in the
Promotion of This Right," Karen Czapanskiy and Rashida Manjoo, University of Maryland School of
Law Legal Studies, Vol. 42, 2008: 31

APublic Sector Information Directive
(http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/policy/psi/index_en.htm)

AExtracting Value From Public Sector Information: Legal Framework and Regional Policies (EVPSI)
Project (http://www.epsiplatform.eu/news/news/evpsi_public_launch)

AEuropean Project LAPSI (Legal Aspects of Public Sector Information)
(http://nexa.polito.it/LAPSIKickOffMeeting enq)

Centre for Technology Policy Research


http://www.burger.overheid.nl/files/burgerservicecode_uk.pdf as of 05.03.2010
http://opengovernmentdata.org/
http://opengovernmentdata.org/
http://opensourceforamerica.org/guidelines
http://opensourceforamerica.org/guidelines
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1138083
http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/policy/psi/index_en.htm
http://www.epsiplatform.eu/news/news/evpsi_public_launch
http://nexa.polito.it/LAPSIKickOffMeeting_eng

contact / continuing discussion

}obuprbotatond
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OPEN GOVERNMENT
me next steps for the UK

A for further information about this
RSOl GKS 2Ly 3;
and the Centre for Technology Policy
Research (CTPR), please email:

I Info@ctpr.org

A or visit our website at:
I ctpr.org

AOKS d2LISy 3IJ20SNYy Y.
freely available (PDF) directly from:

I http://ctpr.org/wp-
content/uploads/2010/05/CTPR-
Report-Open-Government.pdf
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