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Translation? Competition isn't about government protection.  
It's about removing some (much?) of that protection.



  

O p e n s o u r ce  is  n o w  a  q u e s t io n

o f  how, n o t  whether

The real differentiator going forward is community involvement

Whether measured in terms of lines of code added or new projects,
open-source growth is phenomenal

Source: Dirk Riehle, SAP



  

O p e n s o u r ce  is  m a in s t r e a m

Source: Gartner 2008
Number of respondents = 274; Multiple responses allowed.

Survey Question: Do you use, or plan to use in the next 
budget year, an open-source project or product as an 
alternative to commercial software? 
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Across product segments, 100% of enterprises will use open source by 2010.



  

Why ? Be ca u s e  o p e n s o u r ce

w o r k s  a s a d v e r t is e d
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Co m m un it y  ca n 't  d o  it  a lo n e

● <15 core developers do 85-100% of 
core development work

● 1000/10/1 (Users/ Bug Reporters/ 
Patch Submitters)

● Community is difficult to achieve:
● 72% of “open source developers” 

write code for others like themselves
● Most projects (55%) get no outside 

involvement at all
● BUT…even big community projects 

are written by vendors
• Up to 95% of Linux development sponsored 

by companies

● The best place to solicit community 
involvement is in complements to a 
project, not the core

The Shape of 
Community

Sources:  Marten Mickos (MySQLUC 2005); O’Mahony & West, 2005; Mockus et al., 2005



Th e  r e a lit y ?

Ve n d o r s  m a k e  co m m un it y  w o r k

• Time 
– Who has time to write (lots 

of) free software?
– Answer: Those that are 

employed to do so

• Interest
– Who will take out the trash?

• Aptitude
– The higher up the stack you 

go, the fewer the developers

• Familiarity with project
– Poor documentation makes 

it hard to understand a 
project

– Monolithic code base takes 
time to learn (Most won’t 
bother)



Wha t  g o v e r nm e n t  ca n  d o

● Broaden the definition of acceptable “open source”
● Europe focuses on free software, but this is too limiting
● We must have commercial open source for the industry to thrive

● Reduce the burden of patents on the software industry
● The industry's biggest software businesses were built pre-patents (e.g., Microsoft 

Office & Windows; Oracle DB; etc.)
● Software patents inhibit new entrants, create vast inefficiencies
● Vendors like Microsoft use patents as a club against open-source upstarts

● We don't need legislation: we need common sense IT purchasing 
policies
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